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Introduction : Hegel's philosophy of art occupies a central position within his broader system of absolute
idealism. In his view, art is not merely an aesthetic endeavor but one of the absolute pillars of Spirit. It
stands alongside religion and philosophy as a primary mode through which humanity comprehends the
truth. Hegel defines the highest vocation of art as the sensuous manifestation of the Idea. However, he also
posits that not all forms of art successfully achieve this dialectical unity of concept and object. In the
contemporary era, the question arises of whether cinema, as a modern, technologically mediated art form,
can serve as a medium for the emergence of Hegelian ideal art. This research aims to explore how
cinematic forms and narratives can materialize Hegelian concepts. Specifically, it investigates how cinema
facilitates self-recognition by bringing abstract philosophical ideas into the realm of sensuous visual and
narrative experience. By moving beyond the thesis of the death of art, the study argues that cinema engages
in a form of cinematic philosophizing, capturing the complex dialectic between human determinacy and
the Absolute Idea.

Background: The literature review indicates a noticeable scarcity of independent research focused
specifically on Hegelian ideal art. In the Persian academic context, available resources are largely limited
to translations of Hegel's introduction to his lectures on aesthetics. The concept of ideal art as utilized in
this research is not confined merely to Hegel's formal aesthetic discussions or his classification of art into
symbolic, classic, and romantic periods. Instead, it represents a comprehensive synthesis of his diverse
philosophical perspectives. Among the limited related literature, a notable study is a paper by Shahsavan
Safian and Hatam published in twenty fourteen. This study investigates the historical trajectory of the
relationship between art and truth. It traces this connection from the perspectives of Plato and Aristotle to
Kant and Baumgarten. The study ultimately demonstrates how Hegel reestablishes the fundamental link
between art and truth. It concludes that in Hegelian philosophy, art and truth are profoundly interdependent.
The current research builds upon this foundational understanding to apply these concepts specifically to
the cinematic medium and fill the existing gap regarding the sensuous manifestation of the Idea in modern
film.

Methodology: This research adopts a qualitative, library-based, and descriptive-analytical methodology.
The study is conducted in two primary stages. In the first stage, the fundamental concepts of Hegelian
aesthetics are extracted, described, and systematized using primary philosophical texts and authoritative
secondary sources. Key concepts include ideal art, the sensuous expression of the Idea, the role of Spirit,
determination, situation, action, and the estrangement of the familiar. In the second stage, this theoretical
framework is applied as an analytical lens to Michael Haneke's acclaimed film The White Ribbon. The
narrative structure, visual form, and thematic elements of the film are critically analyzed to demonstrate
how abstract philosophical concepts are translated into concrete cinematic language. The methodology
ensures a rigorous structural mapping between Hegel's philosophical requirements for ideal art and the
aesthetic achievements of Haneke's cinema.
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Findings: The analysis of The White Ribbon reveals a profound alignment with Hegelian aesthetics. Set
in a fictional German village on the eve of World War |, the film meticulously portrays a rigid, disciplinary
Protestant society. The findings indicate that the microaggressions, strict punishments, and everyday
repressions in the village are not isolated incidents. They represent the divisions that constitute a terrifying
whole, which is the overarching Spirit of early twentieth-century fascism. Through the lens of Zizek's
theory of violence, the film masterfully illustrates how objective systemic violence creates an environment
where subjective physical violence inevitably erupts. This dynamic perfectly embodies the Hegelian
sensuous manifestation of the Idea. The abstract ideological roots of totalitarianism are rendered visible
and palpable through the chilling actions of the village children. Furthermore, Haneke's directorial style
successfully achieves the Hegelian defamiliarization of the familiar. By presenting brutal psychological
realities behind the pristine facade of rural life, the film forces the audience out of passive consumption
into active dialectical reflection. The situation and action in the film are intricately linked, showing how
human determinacy operates within historical constraints. This fulfills Hegel's criteria for art that reveals
deep philosophical truths.

Conclusion: The study concludes that cinema possesses a unique and powerful capacity to realize
Hegelian idealism in the modern age. By maintaining the dialectical unity of form and content, cinema
prevents art from degenerating into empty formalism or superficial content reductionism. The White
Ribbon exemplifies how film can act as a mirror for the Spirit, reflecting the complex and often dark
realities of human determinacy to society. The cinematic medium surpasses traditional art forms in its
ability to embody the sensuous manifestation of the Idea through its integration of visual, auditory, and
temporal dimensions. Ultimately, the research demonstrates that cinema facilitates a profound self-
recognition for humanity. It proves that, rather than being subsumed by philosophy, modern cinema can
philosophize through its own sensuous means. It reveals the hidden truths of the human condition,
ideological violence, and historical unfolding.
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